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Cleanup Priority:  

Protecting Water Quality

Protecting water quality is 
a priority for the legacy 

cleanup program. 
Understanding surface 
water and groundwater 
movement is central to 

that effort. 
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Contaminated Groundwater: 

Hexavalent Chromium

3

Both Photos: Mortandad Canyon
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Clean Up The Land

4

Protecting water quality 
necessitates remediating 
contaminated soils and 

ensuring old waste 
disposal sites protect 

water quality and human 
and ecological health

DP Mesa: Technical Area 21 
and Los Alamos
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Material Disposal Areas (MDAs):

Cold War Disposal Sites

MDA G: Pit 3, 1963
looking south
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MDA G

MDA G: 1973
Sludge drums

MDA G: 1967
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MDA C

MDA C: Pit 6 1958
Off-loading sludge drums



8PR001

8

MDA B Remediation

MDA B: Used from 1944-
1948, on DP Mesa

Photo: Old beaker and 
coffee cups
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MDA B Remediation 

MDA B: Used from 1944-
1948, on DP Mesa

Photo: 1940s military truck
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Middle DP Road: 

Cleanup Success

Middle DP Road, 1946
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Aggregate Areas:

Contamination throughout LANL

Chaquehui Canyon Aggregate Area
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Ship Waste Off-Site

Shipping waste to off-site 
repositories is 

foundational to 
remediating legacy 

contamination at Los 
Alamos

TRU waste truck bound for WIPP
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Transuranic (TRU) Waste: 

Destined for WIPP

TRU waste drums 
stored in Dome 232
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TRU Waste:

Corrugated Metal Pipes

CMPs were emplaced vertically at 
TA-21 until 1986
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CMPs 1986: 

From TA-21 to TA-54

TA-21: 1986, CMPs were dug up, cleaned, decontaminated,  
wrapped in plastic & moved to TA-54

TA-54: 158 CMPs buried at the east end of 
Pit 29 above low-level radioactive waste
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2023: Retrieving CMPs at TA-54
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2023: Size Reducing CMPs

June 2023
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TRU Waste: Pit 9

Fiberglass-coated wooden crates
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Our Priority: Worker Safety


